
 

 

                                                                                                         

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s impossible to solve a problem at the root without explicitly aiming to do so. 
The Big Problem at the root of all of the problems that progressive organizations try to solve is that we live under a 
dictatorship of the rich.  The Big Solution is to remove the rich from power and have real, not fake, democracy with no 
rich and no poor. But virtually none of our progressive organizations advocate the Big Solution explicitly.  
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http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about/programs/us-programs/grantees/urban-revival-inc-dba-city-life-vida-urbana 
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ABOUT THIS PROGRAM

Overview

Funds & Campaigns

Grantees & Fellows Year:
2013

Location:
Jamaica Plain, MA

Amount:
$150,000

Term:
One year

Grantee URL:
http://clvu.org/

Urban Revival, Inc. dba City Life /
Vida Urbana

To provide a tie-off to solidify the gains made from the replication of the
CityLife/Vida Urbana’s Bank Tenant Association (BTA) organizing
model. In the two years since OSF originally funded CL/VU to expand
its organizing model to other communities in the Boston region and
train organizers in other cities across the country on post-foreclosure
defense strategies, CL/VU’s BTA campaign has become a national
model for community-led responses to the foreclosure crisis.

FEATURED WORK

Urban Revival, Inc. dba City Life / Vida Urbana | Open Society Fou... http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about/programs/us-programs...

1 of 2 3/30/15, 10:50 PM

CITY LIFE/VIDA URBANA received $150,000 from George Soros (worth $24 Billion, the 17th richest American) via 
his Open Society Foundation.* 
 

PDRBoston meets the 2nd Tuesday each month, 7:30-9:30 
pm, Nate Smith House, 155 Lamartine St., JP. 
 
Come and discuss building an egalitarian revolutionary 
movement, one that is based on knowing that’s what most 
people really want, and that is not controlled by the rich! 
 
PDRBoston.org   (617) 213-5095 
 

WAKE UP THE EARTH 
SATURDAY MAY 2 

PDRBoston’s festival booth will feature “On the Street” video interviews of 
random Bostonians saying they’d support a progressive organization MORE 
if it said its goal was to remove the rich from power to have real not fake 
democracy with no rich and no poor. 
 

ATTENTION 
ACTIVISTS 

DO YOU AGREE? 

We in PDRBoston wondered why don’t progressive organizations advocate ending forever the dictatorship of the rich 
by removing the rich from power to have real not fake democracy with no rich and no poor—what we call egalitarian 
revolution. We discovered there are two reasons: 
 

1. The members and leaders of progressive organizations believe (wrongly) that if their organization advocated 
egalitarian revolution it would lose public support. (The truth is the opposite, and the evidence for this is at 
PDRBoston.org.) 

2. Virtually all progressive organizations with a paid staff receive funding from Big Money. The leaders, if not the 
members, know that the organization would lose this funding if it called for removing the rich from power. 

 
Good News! 

We don’t need Big Money funding, because those who want to remove the rich from power VASTLY outnumber the 
rich. The great majority of Americans would LOVE for there to be an egalitarian revolution, contrary to what many 
activists and progressive groups' leaders might think. What we need right now is for those who support egalitarian 
revolution to KNOW that they are the VAST MAJORITY of Americans and to gain the confidence to start acting like it. 
But when even progressive organizations refuse to express the goal of removing the rich from power it makes the 
public feel hopeless, thinking that maybe nobody supports that goal except possibly a very tiny minority. 
 

 MASS JOBS WITH JUSTICE’S Education Fund gets money 
($400,000 since 2009) from the Surdna Foundation, a director 
of which is Judy Belk, who was Senior Vice President of 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, on the board of which sit 
Marnie S. Pilsbury, Barbara Rockefeller, Michael Rockefeller, 
Peter C. Rockefeller and Wendy Gordon Rockefeller.* 

* For details and references: http://newdemocracyworld.org/culture/fund.html 
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DEMOCRACY NOW! received $305,000 in 2013 from the Tides Foundation, which in turn is funded by, among 
others, the Rockefeller, Heinz, Ford and Soros foundations. Democracy Now! is also funded by the U.S. 
government’s National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).* 


